Trinity College Bulletin, June 1908 (Report of the President) by Trinity College
Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository
Trinity College Bulletin Trinity serial publications (1868 - present)
1909
Trinity College Bulletin, June 1908 (Report of the
President)
Trinity College
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Trinity serial publications (1868 - present) at Trinity College Digital Repository. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Trinity College Bulletin by an authorized administrator of Trinity College Digital Repository.
Recommended Citation
Trinity College, "Trinity College Bulletin, June 1908 (Report of the President)" (1909). Trinity College Bulletin. Book 31.
http://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin/31
UJrtnittt <trnlltgt 
Report 
of 
The President 
June, 1909 
Hartford 
prtnteb for tbe <tollege 
1912 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
To the Trustees of Trinity College: 
GENTLEMEN :-My annual report this year is shorter 
than usual because two of the most important subjects are in 
other hands. The report of the present results of the effort 
to increase our funds will be made by Professor McCook, and 
I suppose that Mr. Curtis will have something to say as to 
the situation in regard to the Boardman litigation. I pass 
those two subjects then. 
As to the academic work of the College I submit the 
following list, showing the studies pursued by the under-
graduates during the past year: 
English, 
Mathematics, 
History, . 
French, 
Philosophy, 
German, . 
Natural History, 
Physics, 
Latin, 
Economics, 
Civil Engineering, 
Chemistry, 
Drawing, 
Greek. 
Spanish, 
Biblical Literature, 
Italian, 
Physiology and Hygiene, 
Studenta 
157 
122 
104 
97 
82 
75 
74 
63 
55 
54 
SI 
44 
40 
32 
IS 
10 
3 
2 
As I study these tables from year to year it seems to me 
that of late there has been a perceptible though not very 
strong drift away from the sciences and toward languages 
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and literature ancli such studies as Philosophy, Economics, 
and History. I do not regard this as particularly significant 
at present though it may easily become so. Few of the pro-
fessors in their reports to me have commented upon the char-
acter of the work done, and perhaps there is no great change 
between this year and last. On the whole, comparing the 
present records with those of some years ago, there is a very 
distinct and noticeable advance. One peculiarity in the records 
of this past year is deserving of notice. It is a wider sep-
aration between the good students and the bad ones. The 
marks are either very good or very bad. The professors have 
commented upon this, and whereas the situation may be 
exceptional it is certainly interesting. 
As to the activities of the professors outside their class-
rooms, I call attention to the following statements: 
Professor Kleene has contributed two articles to technical 
journals on Economics and has delivered several lectures in 
town on subjects connected with his department. 
Professor Ham, who to our regret leaves us at the close 
of this year, has printed a German grammar. 
Professor Moore has discharged his duties as Secretary of 
the American Philological Association, and is about to publish 
an edition of the Histories of Tacitus. 
Professor Honey has contributed regularly to the Scientific 
American upon astronomical subjects, and has helped the 
Trustees of the New York Museum in arranging an astrono-
mical exhibit. 
Professor Urban has printed various papers in philosoph-
ical journals, and in particular has issued his splendid work 
entitled" Valuation: Its Nature and Laws." This book brings 
great credit to the professor and indirectly to our College. 
It is probably one reason that Professor Urban has received 
a call to another institution at a greatly increased salary. I 
am exceedingly happy to say that through action, endorsed 
by the Executive Committee, arrangements have been made 
whereby the valuable services of this professor will be re-
tained at Trinity. 
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Professor Babbitt has published a few technical papers and 
has conducted a voluntary class in Aristotle twice a week 
throughout the year. 
In Doctor Swan's report attention is called to the general 
health of the college, the record not having been quite as 
good this year as previously, mainly on account of an epi-
demic of Influenza and Conjunctivitis which prevailed during 
February and March. He urges that some steps be taken to 
fill at least partially the unsightly and unhygienic pit in the 
southwest corner of the campus. I fully endorse his request 
and call the special attention of the Trustees to the continued 
existence of this eyesore which disfigures a very beautiful 
outlook. 
Professor Edwards reports having published three tech-
nical papers. 
Professor Adams is, in collaboration with a professor at 
Yale University, engaged in the preparation of what he calls 
a bio-bibliography of English scholars. 
Professor McCook has devoted a great deal of time to 
the effort to raise money for the College. 
Professor Gettell has conducted a voluntary seminar in 
Political Science. He has lectured many times upon subjects 
appropriate to his department in the city and elsewhere, and 
has in preparation a book entitled " An Introduction to Politi-
cal Science." 
I look upon this presentation of work carried on by our 
faculty as exceedingly creditable. 
I regret to report that for a year and a half now there 
have been at intervals thefts of valuable apparatus from 
Boardman Hall. The total loss up to date amounts to some-
thing like $300. We have so far been entirely unable to get 
any clue to the guilty parties and the whole matter causes 
great anxiety. 
I think that the general state of the College is perhaps 
sufficiently indicated by the tables and statements that are 
made above. We have done our work as thoroughly as we 
might and have maintained, we think, a reasonably high 
standard in everything that has been undertaken. Yet the 
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popular outcry to the effect that the college is a place for the 
lazy man probably has some basis. I discussed this quite at 
length in my baccalaureate sermon, which I can hardly expect 
the Trustees to read, but some account of which will be 
found in the Hartford Courant for June 21st. 
It i~ with great pleasure that I report that during the past 
year there has been absolutely no hazing that could reasonably 
be called such. That the Freshmen have been required to 
observe certain regulations not applicable to the older students 
is true, and I do not mind saying as between ourselves, 
trustees, that in my opinion such a thing if not carried too 
far is not unhealthful. It is not a bad thing for a boy who 
has been a leader in his school to find that after all he is not 
at the summit of greatness. Something of the same sort 
takes place when in leaving college he undertakes work either 
for hire or in a professional school. The absence of hazing 
has been d!ue entirely to the action of two of the fraternities, 
each of which announced that they would take no part in 
hazing and that no one would be permitted to haze their 
Freshmen. Naturally the rest of the College was compelled 
to fall in line. 
I do not feel satisfied that the moral condition of the 
College is all that it ought to be. Yet there has been less 
evidence of wrongdoing this year than there was last year. 
I cannot believe that drunkenness and worse things have. been 
wholly absent from the college body; I know otherwise. I 
think we are gaining. \iVhether this gain will be continuous, 
of course remains to be seen. In this as in many other phases 
of college life the one weapon that faculties can use is the 
exaction of high and higher standards of work. Men who 
are compelled to study have no time for dissipation. 
I am compelled also to admit regretfully that the interest 
of the students in religion and religious matters and in chapel 
services seems to be continuously failing. This, as I have said 
before, is a national evil. It is not peculiar to colleges and 
yet it is with infinite pain and anxiety that I find myself failing 
so continuously in the effort to inter,est men in the most im-
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portant of all subjects. That somehow there may be a revival 
of interest in spiritual life is my most earnest prayer. I do 
not wish to see anything like the kind of sentimental piety 
which expresses itself in some institutions by rather mawkish 
and emotional exercises, but I would like to see a revival of 
healthy, manly piety, a realization that religion is an ele-
ment and a necessary element in every strong and efficient 
character. 
To this brief, but, I think, comprehensive statement of 
the work of the year, I add my thanks for the continued and 
unfailing support which I have received from all the Trustees 
and from most of the Faculty in my efforts to build up the 
College and to make it a force in the life of the community 
and of the nation. 
June 21, 1909. 
Very truly yours, 
F. s. LUTHER, 
President. 
